
In Indiana, a mint grower is looking 
to eliminate all electricity usage on 

his irrigation through an investment in 
solar energy. In Washington, a grower is 
looking to improve nitrogen and water 
management in an environmentally and 
economically beneficial manner.

Both of these ventures are receiving 
backing from the popular Mars Wrigley 
AdvanceMint program in 2021. The 
program, which is designed to encourage 
and promote sustainable mint farming 
and distillation, awarded funding to seven 
projects this year.

In the Washington project, grower Todd 
Wheeler has been working for two years 
now with Washington State University 
on a project to study the interaction of 
nitrogen fertility and irrigation quantity.

The idea is to see if a grower can reduce 
irrigation and nitrogen inputs without 
compromising oil yields and oil quality, 
while producing increased amounts of oil 
yield per ton of mint hay, according to the 
project application. If that is the case, a 
farm may be able to improve net revenue 
by decreasing costs for fertilizer, as well as 
reducing the amount of hay that needs to 
be moved from the field to the still.

Environmental benefits from the project 
include a decrease in the potential for 
groundwater contamination with nitrates, 
which is a concern in the lower Yakima 
Valley site of the farm. And, if successfully 
implemented, the strategy will lower 
carbon emissions by reducing the amount 
of hay moved from the field to the still 
and the amount of propane needed to 
distill the mint oil.

“This project will provide both the 
realization of immediate short-term 
benefits, as well as long-term benefits to 
the sustainability of spearmint oil in the 
Pacific Northwest,” wrote Wheeler in his 
AdvanceMint application.

In Indiana, Randy Matthys was looking 
to get to net zero on Shady Lane Farms’ 

mint irrigation. The project, which was 
scheduled to be in place for the 2021 
growing season, will cover irrigation 
systems that currently irrigate 172 acres 
of mint, with the potential to irrigate 774 
acres.

“Through the investments of solar 
panels on acres with all electric irrigation 
systems, we will be off-setting our 
electricity usage via a renewable clean 
energy,” Matthys wrote on his application. 
“The 25-30 year life span of the panels 
will allow Shady Lane Farms to run our 
irrigation systems for the next several 
decades with little to no carbon footprint 
on our environment. In addition, the 
economic impact for us to produce our 
own electricity will lower our cost per 
irrigated acre over time. This will not only 
save us money on electricity usage, but 
also make us more competitive in terms 
of production costs.

“Furthermore,” Matthys wrote, “as fourth 
generation mint farmers, we can combat 
climate change in a positive way for the 
next generation.”

Jeremy Schifeling, of Mars Wrigley, said 
this year’s program had a record number 
of applicants, providing an indication the 
program is moving in the right direction.

“To me, the goal was to push the industry, 
to get the industry thinking about 
sustainability, and I think it definitely is 
going in a good direction,” Schifeling said. 
“There have been some very interesting 
projects.”

He added that prior to starting the 
program, he talked to several farmers who 
had expressed an interest in adopting 
sustainability practices, but were hesitant 
to do so because of initial cost layout 
and the time involved to implement the 
projects.

“So, our idea was if we could take a little 
of the cost out, would they do it, and a 
lot of growers said they might,” Schifeling 
said.

He noted the program had been getting 
about a dozen applications a year for its 
first four years. This past year, it fielded 
more than 20.

In all, the program has provided more 
than $500,000 to the industry over its five 
years.

AdvanceMint 
will be accepting 
applications 
for 2022 from 
September 1 
through December 
15 of this year.

According to a Mars Wrigley information 
kit, examples of farming practices that 
qualify for the awards include: distillation 
efficiency improvements; general water-
use reduction; water irrigation efficiency 
improvements; cover crops; till vs. no-till; 
water conservation plans; natural gas-line 
installation; liquid propane vs. diesel fuel; 
improved soil testing; and pesticide and 
fertilizer management plans.

As part of the eligibility requirements, 
award recipients agree to report on 
impacts on farming practices within 
one year after the practice has been 
implemented. Successful applicants 
also must agree to submit information 
on their farm and farming practices 
to FieldRise, a national program that 
measures farm stewardship across 
commodities.

Among other criteria, a team of four 
judges will evaluate applications based 
on the proposed project’s environmental, 
social or economic impact; ability of 
the practice to be adopted; and whether 
the entry provides sound methods for 
achieving tangible results.

Only farms located in the U.S. and 
Canada are eligible for the awards.

For more information on applying, 
contact the MIRC or Schifeling at Jeremy.
Schifeling@effem.com.
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